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1. Compare the Chinese(Nationalist and communist), Russian, and Mexican revolutions. 

 
How did these countries change as a result of the revolutions? 

Russia- 

Industrialization – Stalin’s 5 Year Plans 

Land is collectivized, famine results due to lack of economic incentive  

Opponents destroyed in Stalin’s purges 

 

China- 

Less focus on industrial growth and more focus on the peasantry  

Improved status for women (end of footbinding)  

Focus on the youth 

 

Mexico 

Some land distribution 

Still heavily dependent on foreign involvement 

Little reform actually happens, gov’t remains corrupt 

Migration to the U.S. will grow 

 

2. Explain the following military and diplomatic events of the 20th Century: 

Event Definition 

Russia 

- Wartime misery and food shortages 

brought on my WWI 

- Focus on industrial growth  

Mexican 

-  WWI destroyed markets and eliminated 

imports 

- Foreign investment predominates 

 

Attempting 

modernization 
Agrarian society 

adjusting to 

modernization 
China 

- Fall of Qing, rise of warlords 

- Invasion of Japan 

- Nationalists vs. Socialist  

- Focus on peasantry  

- Communists prevail over 

the nationalists 

Redistribution 

and  

Collectivization 



World War I Global conflict brought about by nationalism, 
alliances, militarism, and imperialism; 
assassination of the Serbian Archiduke triggers 
the alliances; the harsh peace treaty of 
Versailles will lead to WWII 
 

League of Nations An attempted peacekeeping organization, fails 
because no nation wants to give up their 
sovereignty; additionally it lacks enforcement 
powers and the U.S. refuses to join for fear of 
getting entangled in European conflicts  
 
 

World War II Brought about by bitterness over the 
outcomes of WWI, totalitarian dictators form 
alliances to control land 
 
 

Holocaust Hitler’s attempt to exterminate all non-Aryans 
in the Germany empire, as well as 
homosexuals and handicapped; results from 
intense brainwashing and scapegoating 
techniques 
 

Cold War  The rise of communism and the advent of 
nuclear weapons lead to 2 superpowers. U.S. 
strategy is containment (blocking the spread 
of communism) and both seek to intervene in 
the newly freed post-colonial nations trying to 
establish governments after throwing off 
imperialism.  
 
 

Development of Nuclear Weapons Leads to a defensive strategy of mutually 
assured destruction and massive military 
spending on the part of BOTH superpowers 
 
 

United Nations  International peacekeeping organization 
established during WWII, aims at preventing 
war, promoting human rights, bringing an end 
to global poverty and aiding refugees 
 
 

Non-Alignment Movement Refers to the countries choosing to remain 
neutral in the Cold War 
 
 



Changes in Global Power Rise of industrialization nations like China; 
Japan grows due to lack of military spending 
and focus on economic development, end of 
imperialism creates many Third World nations 
still economically dependent on the West 
(neocolonialism) but also gives rise to the 
“Little Tigers” (Korea, Singapore, Thailand, 
Malaysia)  
 
 

 

 

3. Describe the new patterns of nationalism in the 20th century: 

Decolonization-  

- Colonized nations breaking away from mother countries 

o See the fallibility of their mother countries during WWII 

- Face problems of political and economic instability 

- Corruption, high poverty, overpopulation, environmental degradation, famine, disease 

- Neocolonialism will result (where Third World countries are forced into economic dependence)  

 

Fascism- 

- Focuses on a strong state and military 

 

Genocide- 

- Armenian: Armenian ethnic group persecuted during WWI 

- Hitler: purifying the Aryan race, scapegoating 

- Stalin: purging enemies of the communist state 

- Rwanda: resulted from ethnic distinctions created by Belgians, minority Tutis killed by majority 

Huts 

- Bosnia and Kosovo: Milosevic  kills Muslims in Balkans  

 

Collapse of the Soviet Union 

- Brought about by the economic troubles due to increased military spending 

- Reforms of Gorbachev create glasnost (openness) and perestroika (economic restructuring) 

- People power in satellite states leads to revolutions and democratic governments in Eastern 

Europe 

- U.S.S.R. falls in 1991 with the election of Boris Yeltsin 

- Former soviet states broken up into the Commonwealth of Independent States 

 

4. Compare the major economic global developments:  

Country/Region Great Depression Consumerism Globalization  



West 
(Europe/United 
States) 
 

Growing govt 
involvement in 
economy; 
development of the 
welfare state, some 
socialist-style 
reforms; rise of 
fascism in Germany 
and Italy 

Rises as economy 
grows after war, 
buying on credit, 
entertainment 
industry 

Western culture spreads 
globally as a result of WWII 
– Allied soldiers bring many 
elements of their culture 
with them and worldwide 
demand grows 
Leaders in the UN, IMF, 
World Bank  
Movie and TV from West 
Western beauty standards 
(i.e. Barbie)  
Fashion (blue jeans) 
American holiday customs 
(ie Christmas in China!)  

Pacific Rim(Little 
Tigers) 
 
 

Suffer due to lack of 
demand for their 
exports 
 
 

American products 
and culture on the 
rise  

A lot of manufacturing jobs 
moved to areas where 
taxes and regulations are 
lower, strong work ethic in 
South Korea allow them to 
build many multinational 
corporations 
Fast food adapts locally 
 

Latin America 
 
 
 

Suffer due to lack of 
demand for their 
exports; some 
development of 
manufacturing due to 
lack of manufacturing 
products from 
abroad, rise of 
corporatism (state 
acting as a mediator 
in conflicts)  
 
 
 

Many factories for 
good outsourced to 
Latin America 
(especially Mexico)  

NAFTA – North American 
free trade agreement 
opens trade between 
Mexico, Canada, and the 
U.S. Many manufacturing 
jobs outsourced to Mexico 

India 
 
 
 

Less demand for 
cotton 
Wages decrease 
 
 
 

Growing middle class 
and consumerism 
result from India’s 
heavy investment in 
technology 

Outsourcing and high tech 
development 
Fast food adapts locally 

Japan State-supported 
industry, foreign 
investment, 
education and 
innovation allows 

Demand for Western 
goods as well as 
traditional Japanese 
goods, prosperity on 
the rise but  strong 

Gov’t support, lacks of 
need to maintain a military 
all lead to strong industry 
with many multinational 
companies, some art and 



Japan to recover 
quickly 
 
 

work ethic is still in 
place 

entertainment also spreads 
Westward (Pokemon)  
Fast food adapts locally 

 

5. What led to the decolonization of Africa and Asia after World War II? 

- High morale in colonies, feeling like they had contributed to the war 

- Some development of production during wartime 

- Concepts of rights and self-determination, supported by U.S. and UN 

- Saw weaknesses of Europeans 

b. Compare the different independence struggle in Africa and Asia? 
 - Violent and passive; oftentimes more violence resulted where settler communities were higher 

  - Violent: Algeria, Ghana, Kenya, India 

 - Peaceful: India 

c. Compare the legacy of colonialism and economic development in Latin America, Asia, and    

    Africa. 

 

 

6. Complete the following chart to analyze social and reforms in the 20th century:  

Social Change or Reform  

Family structure Birth rates are falling, especially in Western 
countries 
Questions of elder care as populations age 

Africa 

- Flawed boundaries 

- Few skilled professionals 

- NGOs take a major role 

- Famine, disease 

 

 

Latin America 

- Growing income inequality 

- Massive migration in search of jobs 

-   

Asia 

- More moderate leaders 

- Green Revolution (India) 

- Rising middle class 

- Sophisticated, high tech industry develops 

- Western-educated Native elites  

Political corruption 

Lack of capital 

Gaps between needs and 

resources 

Pa rasite cities 

Overpopulation 

Environmental 

degradation 

 



More women working  later marriage and 
fewer children 
 
 

Rise of feminism Well-connected individual women rise to power, 
but most are confined to traditional roles 
Women are fighting against expectations to 
maintain domestic duties AND career 
 
 

Peasant protest Led to the development of Communism in China 
and the Soviet Union 
Led to uprising in Latin America and some 
socialist reforms in that regions 

Impact of Marxism Proposing liberal solutions to economic 
problems 
Government beginning to centralization, 
nationalize (i.e. Cuba)  
 

Religious fundamentalism Backlash against Western values and 
globalization 
Characterized by intolerance and violence 
Against women’s rights 
 
 

Changing Gender Role Results from improvements in education, career 
advancement, declining birthrate, new legal and 
political rights 
Still slow in Latin America and Africa 
 
 

 

7. Complete the following chart to analyze social and reforms in the 20th century:  

Demographic and Environmental Changes  

Migrations Increasingly mobile society resulting from new 
transportation 
Filippino Japan 
Latin Americans  U.S.  
Jews  Palestine 
North African Muslims  France 
Refugees escaping political conflicts 
25% of American households do not speak 
English as a first language 
 
 



Changes in birth rates Decline in West 
Less decline in developing countries due to 
traditional culture (disapproval of birth control, 
status linked to children, etc)  
 
 
 

Changes in life expectancy On the rise everywhere 
Developing countries dealing with the problems 
of high birth + long life = massive overpopulation 
(i.e. China)  
 
 

Urbanization In Latin America parasite cities have large slums 
communities leading to violence, drug 
trafficking, crime 
Asia – fast urbanization due to foreign 
investment and trade 
Developing world – parasite cities and vast 
wealth disparity 

Deforestation Result of growing population and the need to 
farmland 
Rain forest depletion happening rapidly 
 
 

Environmental movements Massive pollution in industrializing countries, 
many currently developing countries cannot 
afford pollution-control measures, thus they are 
the largest pollutants 
Global warming (climate change) and the 
emission of greenhouse gases changing the 
weather patters  
 
 

 


